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LEADER'S POLICY DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

 

 
Monday, 20th February, 2017 

 
Present:  Councillors Miles Parkinson (in the Chair), Councillors Clare Cleary, 

Paul Cox, Tony Dobson, Terry Hurn and Paul Thompson 
 

In Attendance: Councillor Munsif Dad 
David Welsby, Chief Executive 
Mark Hoyle, Head of Regeneration and Housing 
Annette Birch, Townscape Heritage Initiative Officer 
Michael Walker, Head of Corporate Support 
Monica Bell, Senior Democratic Services Officer  

  

 
1 Apologies for Absence 

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

2 Minutes of Last Meeting 
 
The Minutes of the meeting of the Leader’s Policy Development Board held on 30th January 
2017 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Agreed - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

3 Matters Arising (other than those already included on the agenda) 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 

4 Accrington Town Square 
 
Annette Birch, Townscape Heritage Initiative Officer, discussed the budget available from 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for marketing and promotion of the new Town Square, gave 
examples of the types of events and activities that it might support and outlined plans for an 
event that was to take place at Haworth Art Gallery. Detailed planning for HLF funded 
events would commence 12 months before the official opening of the Town Square and 
would involve extensive consultation with stakeholders. 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson indicated that there were broader plans being developed to 
ensure the Town Square was a success and more details would be presented with the 
Budget proposals at full Council. 
 
Councillor Tony Dobson, Leader of the Conservative Group, expressed his concerns about 
the costs of road closures for events and activities taking place on the Town Square. 
Councillor Clare Cleary explained that not all events would require a road closure and there 
would be opportunities to reduce any costs should road closures be necessary. 
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5 Lancashire Combined Authority 
 
David Welsby, Chief Executive, summarised the discussions and developments that had 
taken place with councils across Lancashire in respect of the proposals for a Lancashire 
Combined Authority and he reminded the board of the various Council decisions that 
Hyndburn had taken to date. 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson, Leader of the Council, provided an update on the discussions 
that had taken place at the shadow Combined Authority meeting on Thursday 16th February 
2017. The Leader indicated that at this stage there would be no need to take any further 
decision at Council in respect of the Lancashire Combined Authority. 
 

6 Landlord Accreditation Scheme 
 
Councillor Tony Dobson outlined national changes to taxation regulations and questioned 
whether that coupled with proposals set out in the draft Landlord Accreditation Scheme 
might adversely impact on private landlords in the selective licensing area. 
 
Councillor Clare Cleary, Portfolio Holder for Housing and Regeneration, said that the 
proposed Landlord Accreditation Scheme was currently out for consultation and landlords 
had the opportunity to submit any concerns they might have. 
 
Mark Hoyle, Head of Regeneration and Housing, explained that there had been similar 
concerns when the existing scheme had been introduced and there had not been a 
significant adverse impact on landlords in the selective licensing area. 
 

7 Proposed Closure of Accrington Victoria Hospital Walk In Centre 
 
A report relating to the latest statement from the Clinical Commissioning Group regarding 
the Walk-in Centre at Accrington Victoria Hospital was submitted and Councillor Miles 
Parkinson and David Welsby updated the board on the current position. The Chief 
Executive indicated that he would raise the future of the Hospital with the East Lancs 
Clinical Commissioning Group. 
 

8 Any Other Business 
 
Councillor Dobson asked about the existing bus lane on Whalley Road, Accrington and 
queried if it was still necessary now the bus station had moved. Councillor Miles Parkinson 
said he would raise the question at Lancashire County Council. 
 
Agreed - That the Head of Regeneration and Housing provide the 

Leader of the Council with a plan showing the bus lane 
in question. 

 
9 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

 
Agreed - That the next meeting of the Leader’s Policy 

Development Board be arranged when required. 
 

 
 

 
 


